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COMING EVENTS  

Sunday 
June 6th  

 
Sobey’s 

Parking Lot 
(Lansdowne 

West) 
8:00 am 

Royal Botanical Gardens 
A chance to admire the ornamental collections and explore the natural areas and trails that 
abound at the Royal Botanic Gardens, near Hamilton. This is an all-day trip so you may 
wish to bring refreshments with you, although there are cafes at the gardens. We will car 
pool from the Sobey's parking lot by Tim Horton's on Landsdowne Street West at 8am. We 
expect to be back in Peterborough by 7pm. There is an admission charge for entry to the 
gardens ($12.50 adults/$9.50 Seniors & Students/ $7.25 Children 5-12 years) but we have 
around twenty of coupons offering 50% the regular admission price (first come, first 
served). Don't forget to bring binoculars for spotting bird life and a contribution towards 
gas. For information on the gardens, visit: http://www.rbg.ca/ 

Wednesday 
June  9th 

 

7:30 p.m. 
 

Ptbo Public 
Library 

PFN Monthly Meeting: “Where have all the Red-headed 
Woodpeckers gone?” 
Red-headed Woodpeckers are oft identified by their striking coloring and pugnacious 
nature. As of late they are recognized for a more infamous reason, their inexplicable and 
sudden disappearance from the parks and woodlands of Ontario. Barbara Frei, a doctoral 
candidate from McGill University, will speak about her search for the disappearing Red-
headed Woodpecker, factors that may be leading to their declines and the interesting lives 
of these beautiful birds. Whether you are a conservationist, a local landowner or just a bird 
lover (or all three!), this talk should amuse and educate you about a local wildlife gem.  

Note: this is the last issue of the Orchid for the summer. Next issue will be in September. 

Have a great summer! 

Bulletin of the Peterborough Field Naturalists 
“Know ♦ Appreciate ♦ Conserve Nature In All Its Forms” 

Published 9 times yearly 
Publication Mail Agreement #4005104 
Box 1532, Peterborough, ON, K9J 7H7 

Volume 56, Number 5, June 2010 
Reg. Charity: BN#119091908RR0001 

www.peterboroughnature.org 

Regular monthly meetings are held the 2nd Wed. of the month in the downstairs auditorium of the 
Peterborough Public Library at 345 Aylmer Street N.  
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COMING EVENTS continued 

 
Sunday 
June 13th  

 

9 am – 3 pm 
 

Camp 
Kawartha 

Environment 
Centre 

Ontario's Reptile and Amphibian Atlas Guided Field Day 
Many naturalists will be familiar with the Atlas of Breeding Birds of Ontario. But did you 
also know that there is an Atlas of Ontario’s Reptiles and Amphibians? Join us to learn how 
to identify and search for amphibians & reptiles, and how to report your observations to 
the atlas. Atlas Coordinator Joe Crowley will give a slide show from 9am to 10am, then we 
will carpool to field sites to search for salamanders, snakes, turtles, frogs - and Ontario's 
only lizard the 5-lined skink!  Please bring a bagged lunch and plenty of water. 
Questions: Contact Gina Varrin at gina@theorem.ca. 
Location: Camp Kawartha Environment Centre, 2025 Pioneer Rd (in the Trent Nature Area) 
Directions: http://www.campkawartha.ca/about/directions.htm 

Saturday 
June 19th  

 
9:00 pm 

Bat walk in Jackson Park 
Meet Paul Elliott in the parking lot where Fairbairn Street meet Parkhill West. We will use  
ultrasonic bat detectors to try find local bat species on the wing and watch them catching  
insects over the pond. Bring a flashlight for your comfort if you wish. The walking is fairly 
level but sensible footwear is a good idea when out and about after dark! Accompanied 
children are very welcome. 

Sundays  
 

September 5  
to 

October 24 

Sunday Morning Wildlife Walks in Autumn  
The Sunday morning wildlife walks this Autumn are scheduled to start on September 5th. 
There will be a walk each week up until October 24th. As usual the walks will start at 8am 
from Peterborough Zoo parking lot unless otherwise posted. Volunteer leaders will be 
sought shortly and details advertised in the Orchid and on the website nearer the time. 

Wednesday 
September 

8th 
 

7:30 p.m. 
 

Ptbo Public 
Library 

PFN Monthly Meeting: “Photographic journey to the Galapagos and 
Amazon” 
Eileen Nolan will speak to us about her trip to the Galapagos Islands and the Amazon 
Rainforest in eastern Ecuador. The Galapagos archipelago is located 600 miles off the coast 
of Ecuador and are world-renowned as the seed of inspiration for Charles Darwin’s 
controversial and insightful theory on Natural Selection. Some of the animals encountered 
include blue footed boobies, frigate birds, giant tortoises, iguanas, penguins, sea rays and 
turtles and of course Darwin’s finches! The islands and the rainforest are also a 
photographer’s paradise – join us for a photographic journey to this extraordinary part of 
the world. 

 

 PFN Officers and Directors Other Volunteers
President John Bottomley  johnbottomley@sympatico.ca 742-1524  Book Sales Anne Storey  743-0345 

Secretary Emily Pettypiece  donem.pettypiece@bell.net 750-1145  Orchid Diary Tony Bigg 652-7541 

Membership Don Pettypiece  donem.pettypiece@bell.net 750-1145  Orchid Mailout Bob Quinn  

Newsletter Editor Rebecca Zeran rebecca.zeran@mail.mcgill.ca 743-2660  JFN Trip Leader Neil Fortin  

Program (indoor) Janine McLeod  janine@sdf1.net 778-1479     

Program (outdoor) Paul Elliott paulelliott@trentu.ca 740-0501     

Jr. Naturalists Neil Fortin nkfortin@sympatico.ca 292-6185     

Special Projects Mike McMurtry  michael.mcmurtry@sympatico.ca 748-5353     

Special Projects Gina Varrin gina@theorem.ca   761-7787     

Webmaster Chris Gooderham  webmaster@peterboroughnature.org 740-2081     

FON Rep Lynn Smith smithfam@nexicom.net    944-5599     
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JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS 

Sunday 
 

June 
 13th 

 
2:00 p.m. 

Turtles, Tracking, Campfires & Smores! 
How does an afternoon of reptiles and smores sound to you. Come to the Camp 
Kawartha Environment Centre June 13 2pm. The plan is to have a Kawartha Turtle 
Trauma centre volunteer tells us a little about their work, and maybe see some of the 
results of the herptile study done that day. Craig Brant of the 
Kawartha Tracking Club is also hoping to come on out for some nature 
fun and finally as it is the last outing until September we will have a 
little campfire complete with smores. Bring a friend to check it out. If 
you can't make it, we will see you in September. Have a great summer 
and keep exploring…Neil/Dan 
 

 

PFN featured on CHEX News 
Two PFN board members (Chris Gooderham and Mike McMurtry) were featured on the 5:30 CHEX 
News program on April 29th.  Mike and Chris took the show’s producers on a walk through Jackson 
Park, discussing Jane Jacobs, walkable cities, the PFN and opportunities to engage city residents with 
nature close to home.  Check out a clip of the broadcast on our website: 
http://www.peterboroughnature.org/ 
 
 

Friends of Algonquin Park Workshop: Containers, Baskets & Natural Fiber 
Sunday June 20, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, cost: $75 
Join Chris Gilmour from Earth Mentorship Programs in exploring the world of natural fibers. You will 
spend an afternoon making rope from plants and tree bark and learning various techniques for making 
natural containers: birch bark, pine needed coil baskets, weaved dogwood ribbed baskets, burnt bowls, 
and more. Take home your day’s creations. Pre-register by contacting Sophie Mazowita at the Friends of 
Algonquin Park (613-637-2828 ext 227, groupeducation@algonquinpark.on.ca).  
 

 

\Ç `xÅÉÜ|âÅ 
 

Tony vanHoeckel passed away on April 27th.  Tony performed the annual  
financial audit for the PFN, reporting findings to the board for over 15  
years.  We valued Tony’s contribution to the club and extend sympathies  
to his family and friends. 
 
Joan Sadler, wife of the late Doug Sadler, passed away at the age of 95 on  
May 8th. Joan was known to many members of the Field Naturalists and  
will be missed by many. We extend our sympathies to all members of her  
family and to her many friends. 
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Great Blue Heron 
- by June Hitchcox, for The Apsley Voice (www.apsleyvoice.com) 
  
It is always a calming experience to watch a Great Blue Heron make its leisurely way across the sky, 
flying at 18 to 29 miles an hour, neck folded back and legs straight out, looking as if it had all the time in 
the world.  This heron is aptly named “Great”, being Canada’s largest heron with a wing span of 46” and 
when standing, is 4 feet tall.  Most of them winter in the U.S.A. but a few stay in Southern Ontario near 
open water, making it a much shorter trip to their nesting grounds, thus saving their energy.  These 
birds nest in colonies, averaging 35 nests (can be up to 150), at the top of dead trees which are frequently 
in a beaver pond.  Often other types of herons and even cormorants have nests below in the same tree.  
There is safety in numbers!  Nests, made of sticks, can be up to 39” across, with several in just one tree – 
quite a weight for the tree.  We never did find the colony at our Jack’s Lake cottage but then it can be 
from 5 to 25 km away.  This works because the parents know that many other birds are back at the nests 
watching for danger while they are able to eat copiously at their feeding area, then fly to the nest, lower 
their head to enable the young to grab their bill to put it into their throat, where the parents regurgitate 
the partially digested food into the young – then the parent moves on to feed the next baby.  When the 
young are old enough, the parents just drop the food in the nest and the babies do the rest.  In 10 weeks, 
the young are independent.  A Great Blue often came to our shore, looking for small mammals such as 
mice, chipmunks.  When we disturbed it, it would fly away, its harsh squawking sounding like a string 
of swear words, aimed at us for intruding.  These wading birds also eat fish, frogs, reptiles, aquatic 
insects,  sometimes standing motionless except for eyes and head, then plunging down to catch its prey.  
If they are walking around in shallow water, they are trying to force prey out from hiding places.  
Occasionally, they swim in deep water, catching fish near the surface.  Enjoy those Great Blue Herons as 
you sit watching them from a deck chair this summer. 
 
Bookcase installed at Camp Kawartha  
Environment Centre in memory of  
Doug Sadler 
The PFN and the Sadler  family have been working to  
create a library to commemorate Doug’s life and love  
of nature at the Camp Kawartha Environment Centre.   
A bookcase to house the new Doug Sadler Memorial  
Library was commissioned by the PFN and recently  
installed. Books will be added soon. 
  

Left to Right: Mike (Tall Tree Woodworks), Jacob Rodenburg 
(Camp Kawartha), Dave Sharpe (Tall Tree Woodworks), Mike 
McMurtry (PFN). 
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GALAPAGOS - Forty Days and 
Forty Nights : An Artist’s Sojourn 
  
by Kelly Dodge 
 
Seemingly oblivious to my presence, a rather 
large sea lion lifted her head momentarily to eye 
me before returning to her midday slumbers.  
She scratched occasionally while her pup 
trundled curiously behind a colourful marine 
iguana whose swishing tail proved too tempting 
to resist.  The large female was soon disturbed 
by mockingbirds that seemed most interested in 
picking flies from her nose.  As I sketched her, a 
pair of mockingbirds decided I too was worthy 
of investigation.  They circled me for several 
minutes… as though insisting to be included in 
my sketch. 
 
In the fall of 2009 I was blessed to be named the 
recipient of the 10th fellowship of the Artists for 
Conservation Flag Expedition Program.  This 
unique program makes possible the artistic field 
study of unique, threatened habitats and rare or 
endangered species in remote regions of the 
world.  The Artists for Conservation Foundation 
made possible my expedition, “Galapagos, Forty 
Days and Forty Nights - An Artist’s Sojourn”.  
 

 
The Galapagos Islands are isolated from other 
land masses, straddling the equator with 
Ecuador, the nearest land, 960 km to the east.  
They consist of 13 large islands, 6 smaller 
islands and many islets in the most active 
oceanic volcanic region in the world.  The 

islands are home to high numbers of endemic 
species - critically endangered waved 
albatrosses, marine iguanas, tropical penguins, 
flightless cormorants and other fascinating 
creatures.  Munching contentedly on foliage, 500 
pound giant tortoises sometimes lumbered 
towards me to sniff my bare legs;  marine 
iguanas walked over my toes;  and comical 
birds, aptly named blue-footed boobies, crudely 
scratched their nests in the trails making it 
necessary to maneuver around them.  The many 
Darwin’s finches, along with mockingbirds, 
Galapagos flycatchers and tiny yellow warblers 
were delightfully curious, at times hopping  on 
my backpack , tripod and even my shoes! 
 
The subject of my expedition encompassed 
endemic and resident birds and reptiles.  A 
disturbingly high number of the flora and fauna 
are IUCN red listed as endangered or 
vulnerable.  My goal was to observe, learn about 
and document through field sketches as many of 
these species as possible while labeling each 
with their current red list status and year of 
assessment.  During my forty days I visited 11 of 
the 13 larger islands starting with San Cristobal.  
I was privileged to work as a volunteer at a local 
biological reserve which gave me unique 
opportunities to get off the beaten path and to 
access restricted areas high in the Miconia Zone 
where I had ample opportunity to observe and 
sketch endangered San Cristobal Mockingbirds.  
The majority of species encountered are not 
timid so were relatively easy to study as they 
went about their daily business ignoring my 
presence. 
 
This experience in the highlands also served as 
an initiation of sorts into some rather 
challenging weather  conditions and terrain.  
Primarily a studio artist who despite all my pre-
expedition research naively arrived in the 
tropical Miconia rainforest assuming that the 
garua season (“dry” season) really meant dry.  
Not!  Hence most of my sketching and 
photographing was accomplished from 
underneath a dripping rain poncho while ankle 
deep in mud!   Once departing the reserve the 
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remainder of my expedition was at lower, dryer 
zones.  I spent most of my time hiking across 
barren black lava fields, trudging through sand 
and scrambling over slippery algae. For my total 
of two weeks at sea I was fortunate to have calm 
weather.  Protecting my camera equipment and 
sketching materials from saltspray and sand was 
at times challenging.  Still, the benefits far 
outweighed the few trivial inconveniences and I 
fared very well overall.  Thankfully, I did not 
once get seasick!  Of course when hiking 
through rocky nurseries dotted with chubby 
waved albatross chicks;  tiptoeing through 
myriad marine iguanas topped with scuttling 
vermilion sallylightfoot crabs or sitting in the 
sand with snoozing sea lions nursing adorable 
pups one can hardly help but be oblivious to 
discomfort of any sort.   
 
One of the AFC objectives an expedition artist is 
privileged to partake in is to keep a combination 
sketch/diary expedition flag journal.  By the 
time this article is reproduced in the pages of 
Wildscape ...my journal will have been 
reproduced as a limited edition hardcover book 
as well as being published on the Artists for 
Conservation website.  Initially I was so 
intimidated by the thought of others seeing my 
journal that it pretty much crippled my ability to 
loosen up and just sketch.  I think this is 
reflected in the first few stiff sketches.  I had to 
get to a point where I just didn’t care and simply 
DO it as if I was doing it for myself and no one 
else.  I believe that the experience of filling a 
journal with 200 pages of sketches and personal 
insights has enriched the resulting finished 
studio paintings in a way that gives them 
increased depth and meaning.  
 
In my quest to artistically capture the essence of 
Galapagos and the spirit of it’s creatures, I was 
struck by the fact that only 5% of residents ever 
get to experience what I did.  Although the 
population on one of the islands now exceeds 
20,000, many residents know only the villages in 
which they live.  Sadly, they have not 
experienced the pristine national park areas.  
The inhabited islands are undergoing severe 
ecological change and the primary terrestrial 

threats are introduced species, especially goats, 
cats, pigs, invasive plants and habitat 
destruction.  The creatures here, because of the 
islands historic isolation, thrived with little 
predation resulting in the unique lack of fear I 
had the pleasure of observing.  It is this isolation 
that makes them so vulnerable to new arrivals 
because their future depends entirely on their 
continued existence on the islands.  

In addition to the consequences humans have 
inflicted on the biodiversity of Galapagos, this 
enchanted garden of Creation also finds itself 
corrupted by many of the outside worlds social 
“serpents”.   Aids, drugs, unemployment, 
alcoholism, teen pregnancies and child 
pornography are disturbingly prevalent.  
Creation includes humans - our families and 
communities.  At the heart of sustainability is 
the goal of meeting the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.  The 
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impact of environmental degradation falls most 
heavily on those who are least able to mitigate 
these impacts - poor, vulnerable populations.  
Residents, lacking most government services 
and suffering high unemployment levels, are 
almost completely excluded from working in 
and benefiting from the tourist industry.  
Surging tourism has changed the social 
structure of the islands and has risen from 
17,000 tourists in 1980 to almost 170,000 in 2009.  
Residents need water, food and building 
materials.  Although these are problems 
common throughout the world, they are 
magnified by the fragile ecosystem of 
Galapagos.  Changes intended to make man 
more comfortable often have the opposite effect 
on the natural world.  The challenge is how and 
where to make necessary changes to meet the 
needs of the population while enhancing 
sustainability.   No species exists on it’s own - 
we all exist as members of intimately related 
communities.  The Galapagos is one such 
community, sharing a distinct environment in a 
socially symbiotic relationship with mankind. 
 
There is an Arab proverb that suggests, “To 
understand a people, you must live among them 
for forty days.”   For me, forty days represent a 
time frame in which minds and hearts can be 
changed.  Having gathered abundant reference 
material, I returned home to begin my studio 
journey.  The resulting paintings are my 
interpretation of the beauty and wonder of 
Galapagos through which I hope to inspire 
personal preservation and conservation 
attitudes.  I am motivated by the impact art can 
have on the emotions of individuals when they 
become lost in a painting as I do so many times 
when meeting and studying animals in their 
natural environment.  As I recall those first 
moments in Galapagos, watching silently as the 
mother sea lion napped while her curious pup 
‘stalked’ the iguana and the mockingbirds 
‘stalked’ me, I cannot help being moved by that 
single, beautiful example of Creation.  We are 
but tenants here, called as custodians on behalf 
of future generations and all species, to tend the 
garden of Creation.  
 

The good news is that 97 % of Galapagos land 
mass is uninhabited protected National Park 
area.  Galapagos is still an ecological wonder 
that has the potential to set an example for 
sustainable growth.  If governments, 
conservation groups, developers and 
individuals can work together in an effort to 
achieve a balance between the needs of humans 
and the natural world in Galapagos, it can be 
done elsewhere.  
 
I have had the privilege of meeting firsthand the 
creatures who become the subjects of my 
artwork.  My desire is to share this experience 
with others who may never be able to encounter 
firsthand a wild creature in their natural 
environment.  As stewards of Creation, we must 
remember our place in the natural world.  My 
art is a celebration of the privileged place I hold 
in partnership with my fellow creatures and my 
Creator.  A genuine appreciation of our place in 
the natural order is where true change begins — 
a truth driven home by my “forty days and forty 
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nights” on the extraordinary islands of 
Galapagos.  

About the Author/Artist 
Canadian artist Kelly Dodge regards her 
inspirations and artistic talent as gifts from God 
and considers it a great blessing to be 
surrounded by this natural world of 
beauty and wonder.  Each of her paintings has 
something specific to say, communicating the 
essence of creation in simplicity and truth.  In 

what has been a whirlwind career as a 
professional artist whose first show was in 2001, 
Dodge has achieved much recognition 
internationally.  She is represented by Canada’s 
leading wilderness and wildlife art gallery, The 
Algonquin Art Centre. Her paintings can be 
found in many collections in Canada and 
abroad. 
 
Kelly will be celebrating her 10th anniversary as 
an artist and exhibitor at the Buckhorn Fine Art 
Festival this August.  To mark the occasion she 
will be doing a visual slide/film presentation 
about her Artists for Conservation Flag 
Expedition to Galapagos. A preview selection of 
expedition art will be on display.   
 
Saturday, August 14, 2010 - 2:00 - 2:45 p.m. 
Buckhorn Fine Art Festival - Community  Centre 
To view Kelly’s expedition blog and art go 
to  www.natureartists.com/dodgek.htm  
 
 

  

“Mother and 
Child”. 
Pastel 
Painting by 
Kelly Dodge. 
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Highlights from the Lake Ontario North Regional Meeting held 17 April 2010 
-compiled by Lynn Smith 
 
Clubs in the area are involved in many projects including:  

 habitat restoration,  
 educating the public with workshops and nature outings,  
 bird, butterfly & dragonfly counts 
 tracking whimbrel migration in Presqu’ile 
 attaching telemetry to two osprey for monitoring movement patterns 
 monitoring chimney swift towers 

 
Political Issues discussed: 

 Encourage federal & provincial governments to designate Dunlap Observatory & Park in 
Richmond Hill as nature heritage so it can be protected. 

 Protect important bird migration routes from wind farm development in Kingston area 
 Protect Class A agricultural land from expansion by creating a Foodbelt as part of the Greenbelt. 
 Check www.ontarionature.org  for detailed information on provincial projects including: 

Endangered Species, Ring of Fire, Boreal Forest, Nature Reserves, Greenbelt 
 
Nature Guardians Program (previously the Youth Program) 
To celebrate the year of biodiversity a Youth Summit will be held June 4-6 at Camp Cedar Glen in 
Schomberg.  Kids 14-17 years will meet and a Youth Council will be formed.  The Youth Council will 
advise On Nature on what is needed to get more kids involved with Nature.   
 
Initiatives from other groups 

 ALUS (alternative land use services)   concept where farmers are paid a fair price for 
environmental benefits produced on the farm   
Check www.norfolkalus.com 

 Sustaining What We Value:  initiative where people contribute by mapping and reporting the 
community areas that they value & why.  This information is collected and taken to municipal 
governments to plan for the future 
Check www.sustainingwhatwevalue.ca 

 Ontario Amphibian & Reptile Atlas: EVERYONE is ENCOURAGED to participate in this atlas!    
Please peruse the information on 
http://www.ontarionature.org/protect/species/herpetofaunal_atlas.php  
Learn more about the atlas and how to ID and look for amphibians and reptiles at the PFN outing 
on June 13th (see page 2 for more details).   

 

ORCHID SUBMISSIONS WANTED 
 

Deadline for submissions for the September issue:  Friday, August 27th, 2010 
 

Please send all submissions to: Rebecca Zeran, PFN, PO Box 1532, Peterborough, ON, K9J 7H7 
or via e-mail to: rebecca.zeran@mail.mcgill.ca 
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After only two species of warbler being reported last month, most of the expected species arrived by the end of this period, 
despite another cold period with north-easterly winds. Unless in large numbers, only the first one or two reports of each 
species have been noted. 

  
Apr 23 Stewart Stick saw Blue-winged Teal and a Greater Yellowlegs on Johnston Dr just south of Hwy 115. 

Apr 28 A Carolina Wren was seen by King Baker at his house in Peterborough. 

Apr 29 A Northern Rough-winged Swallow was seen at Trent University by Colin Jones 

Apr 30 Cycling from Lakefield to Peterborough Colin Jones found a Spotted Sandpiper along the Otonabee River 
near Sawyer Creek, a Bank Swallow in Lakefield, House Wrens, Field Sparrows, and a Brown Thrasher 
in the old fields just south of Trent University. On Centre Dummer Rd, Tony Bigg found Nashville Warbler, 
Brown Thrasher, Black-throated Green Warbler, and Eastern Towhee. He also reported the following 
new butterflies - Olympia Marble on Sandy Lake Rd, FR68, and Hubble Rd, Chryxus Arctic and Hoary 
Elfin on Sandy Lake Rd, Spring Azure on Sandy Lakle Rd and Hubble Rd, Dreamy Duskywing on FR 68 
and Hubbl;e Rd, and Juvenal's Duskywing on Hubble Rd. 

May 01 Hazel Wheeler saw two Chimney Swifts flying in downtown Peterborough. 
May 02 Tony Bigg had a couple of White-crowned Sparrows in his garden, and a Rose-breasted Grosbeak in the 

Trent Wildlife Sanctuary. Scott McKinlay, on a walk through Cavan Woods had an American Redstart, 
Black-and-white Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler, and Northern Waterthrush. Scott 
also had Great-crested Flycatcher, Broad-winged Hawk, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Barn Swallow, Gray 
Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Savannah Sparrow, and Spotted Sandpiper. 

May 03 A European Goldfinch visited Scott McKinlay's feeder in Cavan. Scott managed a poor but identifiable 
photo of the bird. Living nearby, Lynn Smith also managed to see the goldfinch. Although these birds have 
shown up a number of times at feeders in Ontario they have always been treated as escapees and not accepted 
by the Ontario Rare Birds committee as foreign strays to the area. Four Red Admiral butterflies were seen by 
King Baker at his cottage on Chandos Lake. Again cycling from Lakefield to Peterborough, Colin Jones 
added Eastern Kingbird Warbling Vireo, Cliff Swallow, and Baltimore Oriole to the newcomers list. A 
Red Admiral butterfly was seen by Michael Ecobin his yard. 

May 04 A Solitary Sandpiper was seen by Tony Bigg in a small pond on the Blezard/Villiers section of the old rail 
trail in the south of the county. He also noted the return of the Upland Sandpiper back in their usual fields on 
Cty Rd 38 north of Hwy 7, and a good number of Bank Swallows in a gravel pit on Cameron Line north of 
Cty Rd 2. Clouded Sulphur and Silvery Blue butterflies were seen on the Cameron to Viliers section of the 
rail trail. 

May 05 Bart Young counted six White-crowned Sparrows in Del Crary Park in Peterborough. King Baker had a 
Whip-poor-will singing at 5:00 a.m. in the morning at his cottage on Chandos Lake. 

May 06 Chris Risley had both White-throated Sparrows and White-crowned Sparrows in his garden on Gilmour 
St 

May 07 Tony Bigg found Blue-headed Vireo, Ovenbird, Winter Wren, and Hermit Thrush in the Warsaw Caves 
CA, and saw his first Canada Goose goslings at Sawyer's Creek at Duoro 3rd Line. He also saw his first 
Mustard White butterfly for the year. Bill Crins and Don Sutherland had the impressive sight of about 150 
Chimney Swifts zipping at high speed into the chimney of the White House Hotel on Charlotte St in 
downtown Peterborough. 

May 08 A rare spring sighting of a Great Egret was made by Stewart Stick, at the south end of Peterborough airport. 
Rob Craig saw a male and two female Purple Finches, and heard a Sora in the Cavan Swamp off Parkhill Rd 
(Hayes Line?). He also had three male Bobolinks and several American Kestrels on the 5th Line of Smith. 

May 09 The first Ruby-throated Hummingbird was reported by Toni Sinclair at her feeder near Buckhorn 

  The  ORCHID DIARY  for    23 April – 30 May 2010 

                  Compiled by Tony Bigg, 652-7541, tanddbigg@sympatico.ca 
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May 10 A possible leucistic Scarlet Tanager was seen by Ben Walters in the extreme south-west corner of the county 
near the Ganaraska Forest Outdoor Centre. The bird was all orange, slightly yellowish like a female red 
morph Summer Tanager but with a white patch on the bird's belly. It's call note was evidently more like a 
Scarlet Tanager's call. 

May 12 Drew Monkman reported at least three Blue-winged Warblers were calling and seemingly on territory just off 
Stewart Line west of Cty Rd 10. A Bobolink was heard and seen by Tony Bigg on Cty Rd 6, and an Eastern 
Towhee was heard on Hubble rd. 

May 13 Colin Jones found 6 Black Terns at the Lakefield Marsh. Tony Bigg saw a Green Heron near the junction of 
Blezard Line and the old rail trail. 

May 14 Toni Sinclair had a male Wood Duck fly into a tree in her yard whilst two more males and a female rested on 
her dock near Buckhorn. 

May 17 Don Sutherland observed a single flock of about 250 Brant flying north over the Otonabee River in 
downtown Peterborough. 

May 18 A young bull Moose was seen by Tony Bigg on Cty Rd 46 north of the Blue Mt turn. Jerry Ball and Tony 
Bigg added the following new butterflies for the year - Canadian Tiger Swallowtail (Devil's 4 Mile Rd 
(D4M)), Mustard White (D4M), Pink-edged Sulphur (FR68), Harvester (D4M), Eastern Pine Elfin 
(D4M), Pearl Crescent (Sandy Lake Rd (SLR)), American Lady (D4M), Columbine Duskywing (SLR), 
Hobomok Skipper (D4M), and Common Roadside Skipper (D4M). Separately Tony Bigg also added 
Black Swallowtail (Hubble Rd (H)), Northern Cloudywing (H), and Delaware Skipper (D4M). 

May 19 Jerry Ball saw and heard an Alder Flycatcher in Cavan Swamp. 

May 20 A Common Ringlet butterfly was seen on the rail trail between Base Line and David Fife Line, by Tony Bigg 

May 22 A Blackpoll Warbler was seen by King Baker from the deck of his cottage on Buckhorn Lake. Tony Bigg 
found an Arctic Skipper on the rail trail between Cameron Line and Cty Rd 38. 

May 23 Stewart MacDonald had a sighting of a Blue-winged Warbler singing on Cty Rd 44, about 1.2km from the 
west end. Questionmark butterflies were seen by Jerry Ball (Tate's Rd) and Tony Bigg (Base Line to David 
Fife rail trail). Tony also had a Northern Crescent on the same trail. 

May 24 On the Cameron Line to Blezard Line rail trail Jerry Ball found three Mourning Warblers, a Black-billed 
Cuckoo, a Virginia Rail, and butterflies - Viceroy, Tawny-edged Skipper, Monarch, and Meadow 
Fritillary. 

May 25 An Indian Skipper was found by Jerry Ball on Sandy Lake Rd. 

May 26 Tony Bigg saw a Long Dash butterfly on the blezard to Cameron Line rail trail. 

May 27 Andrew Jobes and Mike McMurtry separately saw the first reported Common Nighthawks flying over their 
homes (Park St at Parkhill, Albertus at Hopkins) around 6 pm.  A large Black Bear crossed the road in front 
of Diana Bigg's car as she drove along Cty Rd 6 between Cty Rd 4 and Hall's Glen. Jerry ball toured the 
north-west of the county and saw a Scarlet Tanager, Chestnut-sided warbler, Veery, Broad-winged 
Hawk, and an Indigo Bunting.. He also found an American Copper , Pepper & Salt Skipper, and a 
Cherry Gall Azure. 

May 28 Looking for butterflies Tony Bigg found a Little Wood Satyr on Crystal Lake Rd, an Atlantis Fritillary on 
Galway Rd, a Silver-bordered Fritillary on White lake Rd, and a Tawny Crescent on Charles Allen Rd. 
Birds seen in the same north-west area of the county were Eastern Wood Pewee, Tennessee Warbler, 
Willow Flycatcher, Magnolia Warbler, Veery, Golden-winged Warbler (four), Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher, and Yellow-billed Cuckoo. 

May 29 Tony Bigg watched from his car as a Red Fox and her two cubs played on the verge of Armour Rd just south 
of Trent University. They only fled when his dog decided to bark at them. Jerry Ball saw two Sandhill 
Cranes on Sandy Lake Rd. 

May 29 Jerry Ball saw a Coyote on Mount Pleasant Rd. 

May 30 Jerry Ball and Tony Bigg found three White Admirals on Carmel Rd and Zion Rd in the south-west of the 
county. 
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Young bull moose, County Road 46, May 18, 2010. Photo by Tony Bigg. 

American Bittern, Division Road at Cameron Line, May 7, 2010. Photo by Don Pettypiece. 
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