SHARE YOUR CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT STORY WITH US!
Yousif Attia, Christmas Bird Count Coordinator, Birds Canada

(Press Release from Birds Canada)

Birds have long been tied to our holiday traditions, from cardinals and Blue Jays with snowy backdrops adorning our greeting cards, to songs about birds that date back to the late 1700s. The Twelve Days of Christmas, which is thought to be of French origin, describes the giving of 12 gifts, six of which are birds! Birds remain important to us during holiday gatherings, whether that be on a plate or in the field. And for many Canadian wild bird enthusiasts, the holidays mean it’s time for the annual Christmas Bird Count (CBC).

Some traditions change with time (plant-based turkey, anyone?), but one thing that has remained consistent is that the CBC is just as much about people as it is about birds. We want to celebrate the dedicated people who are part of the CBC tradition. That’s why we’re inviting each of you to share your CBC story! Whether you’ve been freezing your toes off for 50 years straight or your interest was sparked for the first time in recent years, we’re sure you have a story to tell. Have you ever found a rare bird or a lifer on a CBC? Perhaps you made a best friend on a CBC or met your lifelong partner?

Everyone is welcome, so please help us learn more about you and the CBC community by filling out this quick questionnaire.  https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/christmas-bird-count/#Questionnaire 

Canadians have been involved in CBCs from the very beginning in 1900, when Frank M. Chapman proposed the switch from shooting birds to counting them. That Christmas Day, a community was born that included a small group of people who shared Chapman’s vision. In Canada, the community grew from two count circles to over 450 today.

Now, hundreds of Canadians reach for their toques, binoculars and notebooks, and head outside to identify and count birds. Others spend a portion of the day looking out their windows and keeping tabs on who visits their feeders. Either way, the CBC would not be possible without the efforts of this community of volunteers.

Volunteers like Martin Parker of Peterborough, ON, for example, who will be participating in his 60th consecutive year doing a CBC.   In a clipping (second from the left) from the Peterborough Examiner (1967) gearing up with others in preparation for the 68th Christmas Bird Count season. Even now, Martin goes above and beyond by serving as compiler for not one but two CBCs in Ontario. Congratulations to Martin for reaching the milestone of six decades of being a CBC champion!

Just like Martin, you’re an important part of the CBC. So once again, we invite you to get in touch and share your CBC story with us.

Visit https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/christmas-bird-count/  to learn more about how the CBC helps birds, read a summary of the results of last year’s CBC, and find out how to get involved.
Thank you for your contributions, and enjoy a safe and happy CBC!
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READY FOR THE TRAIL — Binoculars and lunch-
es at the ready, members of the Peterborough Natur-
alists Club struck out this morning on the annual bird
census. Their count of birds will be duplicated across
North America as part of a yearly program aimed at
keeping tab on the welfare of all bird species. Jerry

—(Bob Santen Photo)
Seabrook, ?[arti-n Parker, Roger Chambers, Robert
Duyker and Harland Brown make last-minute equip-
ment checks in Confederation Park. Peterborough
naturalists are members of one of 50 groups across the

province affiliated with the Federation of Ontario
Naturalists.




